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This yearbook has been prepared to provide a reflection of the year 2024. A yearbook is more than
just a collection of photos; it’s a time capsule of memories, friendships, and milestones. It celebrates
achievements, captures the spirit of a year, and becomes a cherished keepsake that reconnects us to
our school days and the people who shaped them. Those people are your Principal, Assistant Principal
and Leading Teachers, and their reports provide insights into what focuses and opportunities were
offered to help you thrive during your year at Camberwell High School.
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From the
Principal

Jill Laughlin

As | reflect on the 2024 school year, | feel a
great sense of pride in our achievements as
a school community.

Setting the Stage for Success We began
the year with a clear purpose: to create
positive, calm, and focused leamning
environments. The ongoing impacts of the
pandemic on student self-regulation, attentiveness and interpersonal
skills were evident throughout 2023 and after thorough research by the
leadership team, evidence-based routines were implemented school
wide and shared with parents at information nights in term 1. At our first
assembly, as well as explaining the school wide focus on routines we
welcomed back our highest achieving Year 12 students and recognised
2024 student leaders setting the tone for high expectations and respect
for all in our community.

A highlight for staff in Term 1 was the seminar by Dr. Mark Dowley,
who shared valuable strategies for creating calm classrooms. Mark
also offered a seminar for parents outlining how to create calm home
environments for adolescents. This was a wonderful example of the
value of strong collaboration of the Parents and Friends Association
with the school.

Camps and Tours broaden horizons From the Year 7 camp at
Portsea to the Year 12 retreat at Deakin University, our camps have
provided students with unforgettable experiences and a strong start to
the year. Our music students travelled to the USA in March performing
in iconic venues and exploring the cities of New York and Los Angeles.
The trip was about immersing themselves in a broad range of
experiences to ignite their musical passions and creativity for now and
the future.

Later in the year during September, 27 of our Year 8 and 9 students
travelled to China, reigniting our sister school connections, and gaining
insight into China’s long, complex history and culture. We visited many
significant historic and cultural sites and had memorable experiences
through the generosity of sister school families. Our students had the
unique experience of celebrating the mid-Autumn festival in the homes
of their sister school buddies and this further strengthened our ties.
Shanghai Disney provided a day of celebration and fun before the long
flight home.

Honouring Traditions through the Houses Term 1 was bustling with
activities, including the swimming carnival. In term 2 Our Anzac Day
assembly was particularly poignant, with House Captains sharing the
stories behind our Houses: Montgomery, Macarthur, Roosevelt, and
Churchill. School Leaders attended the dawn service at Surrey Hills
cenotaph with me on April 25th, a moving experience for all. Across the
year we have seen Houses accrue points toward the final House Cup
which was awarded to Macarthur at our final assembly with Year 12
students in Term 4.

Community and Collaboration The PFA morning tea was a highlight
of Term 2, followed in Term 3 with a lunch for all staff. The PFA shared
heartfelt messages alongside the delicious treats recognising the work

of our staff. Such gestures of appreciation truly boost our morale and
strengthen our community bonds. This year we farewell Susan Arthur,
president of the PFA, after 20 years of voluntary service to the school.
Thank you, Susan, we will miss your energy, organisation skills and
commitment to CHS and to state education.

The ongoing uniform review led by School Council attracted great
interest from parents, students and staff and the working group

had thousands of comments to consider through responses to the
survey and in person focus groups. School Council and a Design and
Development team continued to explore the re development of the
ground floor of C building as a home base for Year 10 and the new
construction of a STEAM Centre.

Celebrating Achievements In Term 3, we held an assembly to
recognise and celebrate of our students throughout Semester 1. It was
a joyous occasion, highlighting the hard work and dedication of our
students. Our student leaders presented the Disco awards to students
who demonstrated the qualities we hold in esteem and captured in our
school motto.

Student leadership Each term our SRC planned and led activities

to engage students and to contribute to community through chosen
charities. On September 3rd, we celebrated Footy Colours Day, an
event started by former student Lachie Tudic and as a community

we raised over $1300, exceeding our target. Across all areas of the
school our students in formal and informal leadership roles contributed
to the life of the school. This year we introduced yarning circles with
regional Koori education officer Seth Nolan. All students were given the
chance to nominate to join Seth on several occasions throughout the
year to learn more about First Nations culture and history and explore
meaningful ways for the school to incorporate indigenous knowledge in
the curriculum and physical environment. Yarning circles will continue
next year as we start to implement the actions.

Valedictory Celebrations October was a month of celebration for
our Year 12 students. From themed days to their final day of classes,
their gratitude and positivity were evident. Valedictory Day on October
21st was a highlight, with a celebratory assembly and a special lunch
provided by the PFA and an evening shared with families. Our Year
12 cohort has been exemplary, and | am incredibly proud of their
achievements and the role models they have been throughout their
years here. At the celebration dinner with Year 12 International students
completing their studies with us, speeches were made including by
Esther Au (School Captain) about their gratitude for a CHS education
and the opportunities they have had.

Music Program The final music concert in October showcased the
talents of our Year 12 students, both as leaders and musicians. Our
program continues to grow in strength and has continued to receive
recognition including many awards throughout the year at festivals.
The Friends of Music work in partnership with our outstanding music
staff to provide access to exciting learning and rewarding performance
opportunities.

In closing | would like to express my deep gratitude to all who
contribute to the school community. Students are fortunate to have the
support of parents and extended families who value their education and
partner so well with the school, supporting students in their learning
endeavours in and beyond the classroom. Heartfelt thank you to all of
the teachers and education support staff who work so hard. To School
Council President, Katrina Whelan, my thanks for your commitment to
the school and to government education. Your wisdom and support is
deeply valued by all who have the privilege of working with you. To the
leadership team, especially to Maureen and Emmanuel, thank you for
your loyalty, wise counsel and the joy that working with you brings me
every day.




From the
AS_S|s_tant
Principal’s

Emmanuel Skoutas

A Year of Growth and Transformation As we
reflect on an enriching year, it is with great pride

that | acknowledge the significant personal and
academic growth of students in Years 7-9. This
year, many of you took the big step from the

familiarity of primary school to the dynamic and
affirming challenges of secondary education. This journey is both
exciting and complex, and it has been a joy to see so many of you
develop into more confident, independent learners and individuals.

Transitioning to Secondary School For those of you in Year 7, the
shift from primary to secondary school can be daunting. Adjusting to
new routines, managing different subjects with various teachers, and
finding a place in a larger school community are all part of this journey.
What stood out this year was your growing self-awareness. As you
navigated these changes, you became more self-assured in your ability
to handle the academic demands of multiple subjects. Whether through
increasing confidence in class discussions, improved organizational
skills, or active participation in extracurricular activities, it's clear that
you are learning to balance academics with personal interests.

Flourishing Beyond the Classroom Beyond their academic
achievements, our Year 7 and 8 students thrived in a range of
extracurricular opportunities. From sports teams to music groups and
clubs, they showed remarkable time management while exploring
their passions and building friendships. These activities enriched
their school experience and helped develop essential social skills,
leadership qualities, and transferable dispositions.

Highlights of the Year

The Year 7 Portsea Camp A standout event was Orientation camp,
where students meet peers drawn from over 30 different schools, and
their new teachers. They were introduced to the foundational Learning
to Learn program, which has had a significant impact on their ability to
reflect on their learning and build strategies for success.

Learning Portfolios and Student-Led Conferences This year, Year
8 students began their Learning Portfolios, which included personal
highlights and future goals. These culminated in our much-anticipated
Student-Led Conferences, where students presented their progress
and set goals with parents and teachers. It was inspiring to see the
maturity and thoughtful reflection displayed by all year levels during
these conferences.

Year 9: Preparing for Senior School Our Year 9 students
demonstrated remarkable growth throughout the year. Managing an
increasing academic workload and developing independent learning
skills has positioned them well for senior school. Their maturity was
evident in their ability to take initiative, seek feedback, and critically
engage with content. As they prepare for the challenges ahead, they
are equipped not only with strong academic skills but also with the
resilience, curiosity, and ethical behaviours essential for success.

Looking Ahead This year has showcased resilience, independence,
and growth. From balancing academics with extracurricular activities to
navigating personal development, you are building a strong foundation

for the future. As we look forward to the next chapter in your education,
| am excited to continue to support you on your journey through
Camberwell High School. Thank you to all students, teachers, and
families for your continued support and dedication.

Maureen Salter

The year for our community of students, staff and
parents has been a mixture of joyful celebrations,
challenging new experiences and opportunities for
growth.

My position as Assistant Principal includes
overseeing many different areas within the school, one being the
Senior School of Years 10,11 and 12. | particularly love seeing the
development of young people as they transition from junior school,
through senior school and beyond. This year | was fortunate in being
able to travel overseas in March on the Music trip to the USA with
many senior students in the Wind Ensemble, Stage Band and String
Ensemble.

Nurturing Student Wellbeing | have valued the time in 2024 in
working with the Wellbeing, Careers and Senior School staff in
supporting the growth of all. | have also loved working with my Year 12
mentor class as they have transitioned through Year 11 and to the end
of Year 12 and beyond. They displayed so many of the school’s values
and the attributes which we so desire our students will leave with.

Enhancing School Facilities One of the areas of my work this year
has centred around upgrades to the school’s facilities. It was wonderful
to conclude the school funded project of replacing/repairing all windows
and upgrading of toilets throughout A Building. This was a project that

| thought would take a lot of money but not really make any visible
change — | was mistaken as the work done has brought our 1941
building back to life. We are now just waiting for completion of the last
part of this project which is the upgrade to the stairs and front entrance
of the school. This should be open for the start of the 2025 school year.

Further facilities work has included the final closing off and transfer

of ownership to the school of part of the laneway from Prospect Hill
Road to the bollards. This will enable us to move forward with our
redevelopment of C Building Levels 1 & 2. 2024 has seen the Design
and Development Team and the School Council, our architects and an
educational consultant putting together plans for the project we want
to commence in 2025. This will see a new and exciting STEAM Centre
and finally a home base for Year 10s.

Expanding International Connections Another area of my work has
included overseeing the school’s International Student Program. It is
always a pleasure to work with the International Team and to also travel
to recruit new students. This year our numbers grew with students
joining us from Vietnam, China, Cambodia, Iran, Switzerland, Thailand
and Hong Kong. Unlike many other secondary schools, we have
continued fo run a Language School on site for students to complete 20
weeks of intensive English study.

The international focus has expanded this year following a visit | had to
China in November 2023 which sparked interest for Chinese educators
in finding out more about our educational system. We welcomed

two large contingents from schools in China to visit Camberwell and

to explore first-hand our teaching and learning programs. These 2
different groups of 30+ educators on each occasion had a full day

with us on 24 June and 21 August. In between that we welcomed 29
Chinese students and 4 teachers from our Chinese Sister Schools

in Suzhou from 17 July for a week. To return the favour, we sent a
contingent of Year 8 & 9 students and 4 staff to experience life in China



for 2 weeks in September in Suzhou. | think that the exchange of
students and teachers sharing our experiences and challenges is very
healthy for

us all.

Looking Ahead: Global Opportunities In 2025 we are hoping to
reignite our French Sister School connections. Following much work
and re organisation, March 2025 will also see the previously planned
2024 Space Camp go ahead to New York, Alabama and NASA, this will
finally occur for 29 fortunate students.

Community Support and Scholarships For many years now,
Camberwell High School has been quietly working with the Rotary
organisation in several different ways. We have been particularly
grateful to them for the provision of scholarships to students at out
celebratory nights. In 2024, one of two key achievements was the
club’s participation in the job mock interviews from 11 to 13 September
for Year 9 students. About 34 Rotary members conducted over 100
student interviews as part of the school’s program ‘Connections for
Life’.

The other club initiative is the establishment of a Year 11 and 12
Camberwell Rotary Scholarship. This scholarship is the ‘John and Audrey
Steven Education Scholarship’, in honour of a late long-standing member
and wife.

Rotary Camberwell provides an opportunity for parents whose students
are about to complete their secondary school (and others) who may be
seeking to contribute to the community. Rotary is part of a worldwide
network of around 1.4 million people engaged in tackling persistent
problems in our communities while building professional and leadership
skills through meaningful connections. This is clearly work we want our
young people to recognise as significant and important for them to be
part of. Also helping us out in the area of scholarships this year has been
the Boroondara Lions Club, they have enabled a number of students to
receive Music scholarships which cover the cost of their annual lessons
and they will continue this support in 2025.

From the
School Captains

Esther Au

With 13 years of schooling coming to an end, we
reflect on the activities and events accomplished
through the year as your school captains. As
student leaders, we worked extremely hard to
organize different activities such as the Talent
Quest, Battle of the Bands, R U OK Day, Footy
Colours day, Harmony Day, IDAHOBIT Day and many sausage sizzles.

This year, to deepen students’ knowledge on indigenous culture, we
organized a yarning circles across year levels. It was our pleasure to
invite Seth Nolan to our school and answer students’ questions about
Indigenous tools, language, dreaming, song lines and more. It was
lovely to see students’ enthusiasm and active participation in these
activities.

I'd like to express my appreciation to Ms Laughlin, Ms Salter, Mr
Skoutas and Mr Teitel. It was our pleasure to work with you to make all
these activities happen. Thank you for putting a large amount of effort
into guiding and supporting us to be better leaders.

Throughout the year, | have been grateful for many opportunities to
speak in front of the whole school and to have polished my public
speaking skills. I've also learnt to advocate for students through regular
meetings with Ms Laughlin. Additional opportunities included meeting
with John Pesutto MP along with other student leaders in Boroondara
to exchange our leadership experiences. It was valuable to share
challenges faced and learn how to resolve them. Moreover, I'd like

to thank Ms Zammit, Ms Renda and Mr Hirst who worked behind the
scenes and gave us valuable advice to run the activities smoothly.

To the Year 12 cohort, it’s been a pleasure to meet you all and thank
you for a fabulous year. To future student leaders, | have faith that
you will manage your position well and role model the school learning
dispositions. To the 2025 Year 12 students, enoy your final year and
always give your best.

Oliver Clarke

2024! Time really is flying by. This year has been
quite nostalgic for us Year 12s — how much we've
been through together overtime, from lockdowns,
to global conflicts, to fires, to floods. And through
it all, CHS has been our home. Personally, looking
back has made me see how much I've evolved
from mamma'’s little baby, to getting ready to pay taxes. This year, I've
gained skills in not only extending my ability to pay attention for more
than 5 seconds, but also my leadership skills, in the privileged role of
school captain elect.

The biggest lesson | have learnt this year was to simply enjoy it. The
realisation came to me while walking into the examination room of my
final Music Performance recital assessment. Rather than stressing
through my playing, worrying about harmonic inaccuracies, and not
locking in with accompanying players, | made a conscious decision

to enjoy the process of making good music for people that genuinely
wanted to hear it. | believe this thinking can be applied to all areas of
life, Year 12 exams included!

This year has also taught me the importance of kindness — the legacy
that | hope our Year 12 cohort has left for the next generation. Life
experience has shown me that it doesn’t make sense when people go
out of their way to put negativity into this world, an act that takes more
effort than simply being kind. So, to the reader, be genuinely kind — not
just because | told you to, but because it makes sense. And more
importantly, be happy, genuinely happy — not just because I told you to,
but because it makes sense to feel good.

The following quote represents the impact of doomsday scrolling, an
affliction which apparently defines our generation — that occasional
motivational clip drifting through your social feed. It goes, “never trust a
mirror, for a mirror can make you think that all your worth can be seen.”
In this sense, make your true worth be the things you do. Get out there
and do stuff, don’t wait to see the whole staircase before you take the
first step. In the end, it's not the years in your life that count, but rather
the life in your years. I've mingled with most of the Year 12 cohort over
the last 6 years, some even prior, and | truly believe that each of you

is destined to achieve your own greatness, but only if you continue

to strive to be a better person than the day before. | look forward to
seeing what great things become of all these great people beyond the
security of high school.
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Languages and
Humanities

Hannah Wang

English/ Language/Humanities Teaching and Learning Team Leader

As we look back on 2024, the English, Language, and Humanities team
celebrates a year marked by new opportunities, engaging experiences,
and plenty of achievements.

This year, we expanded our LEEP program to include Year 9 students.
LEEP is all about helping you dive deeper into your studies, explore
your interests, and grow your skills in critical thinking, creativity, and
teamwork_ It's been amazing to see so many of you take charge of
your learning and thrive in this program! Witnessing their growth and
engagement has been incredibly rewarding for our team.

Our curriculum was enriched by a series of real-world learning
experiences, like excursions and cultural activities, to make your studies
more exciting and meaningful.

Highlights of the Year

Year 7 English: Exploring Indigenous Heroes and Legends

Year 7 English students explored “Heroes and Legends” with a focus on
Indigenous perspectives. Through storytelling sessions and interactions
with Indigenous leaders, students learned the significance of these
narratives, fostering respect and appreciation for diverse voices. This
immersive experience was pivotal in connecting literature to cultural
identity.

Year 8 Humanities: Urbanisation in Action

Year 8 Humanities students explored the complexities of urbanisation
during a trip to Docklands. This hands-on experience enabled them

to observe urban development and engage with local experts about
sustainability and community impact. Students gained valuable insights
into the dynamics of city life, making connections between their studies
and the world around them.

Academic Excellence
» Victorian Years 7-9 Chinese Reading Award: Congratulations to

Alastair Gray for earning a Top 10 at Melbourne University.

+ Chinese Cultural Day: At Box Hill City Hall, students explored
Chinese traditions through hands-on activities, strengthening
cultural connections.

Year 12 English: Lights, Camera, Learning!

Year 12 English students enjoyed a trip to ACMI to watch Sunset
Boulevard on the big screen. The film, followed by an insightful lecture,
brought storytelling and filmmaking to life, sparking great discussions in
class.

Holocaust Museum — Humanities

Year 9 students had the privilege of attending an enlightening excursion
to the Melbourne Holocaust Museum as part of their learning in
Humanities during Term 4. The day was made even more memorable
by a special Q&A session with Holocaust survivor, Guta Goldstein.
Students listened intently as Guta shared her personal story of survival,
offering a powerful perspective on the events of the Holocaust.

Students explored the museum’s exhibits, engaging with historical
artifacts and learning about the experiences of those who lived through
the atrocities. This visit was a profound learning experience that
encouraged critical thinking, empathy, and a deepened understanding of
the importance of tolerance and human rights.

Looking Ahead

It has been an amazing year of learning, growth, and exploration. The
opportunities and experiences provided in 2024 have laid a strong
foundation for future learning, inspiring our students to embrace new
challenges and continue their journey of exploration. We eagerly
anticipate the adventures that lie ahead, committed to fostering a culture
of curiosity, respect, and academic excellence at Camberwell High
School.

1

As we look back on 2024,
the English, Language, and
Humanities team celebrates
a year marked by new
opportunities, engaging
experiences, and plenty

of achievements.
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Literature Short Story

Emily Gray
Year 12r

‘Creature of clay, with whom one can play
Not born from men’s seed, nor grown in the womb
How base must it be? To consort with whom’

Annaleise felt relief as she heard the clinking of a key and the
squelching of Harold’s work-boots on the dirt floor. The rain
bucketed down as she boiled yams for their dinner, the dampness
causing the walls to sag and window frames to leak. He entered the
tiny kitchen carrying a leather satchel. Harold’s skin was encrusted
with blobs of red freckles under his cheekbones; his dermatitis had
become increasingly evident, and he was thus treated like a leper
among their neighbours. Annaleise feared he needed doctor’s care
for the pain it caused him, though they had no pennies for such
luxuries.

“Hello love, sorry I'm home late.”

“No matter now deary. What's say you'd like to chow down on
some warm yams?”

“That sounds lovely, but might | show you an even more splendid
surprise before we begin?”’

Annaleise’s countenance, though poised, betrayed her with the
slightest tremor of irritation. “Of course.” He unlatched the satchel
to reveal what appeared as a lump of clay. Upon closer inspection,
Annaleise could see limbs, fingers, orifices — and detect a faint
mineral smell.

“This is Jenny. | figured we needed help around the house. You
wouldn't believe what it can do!” he exclaimed. He lifted the

figure onto a wicker stool and instructed Jenny to cut the yam. To
Annaleise’s shock and Harold’s delight, the automaton perfectly
wielded the knife, lifted it, and with precision diced the yam in half.
Harold chortled with excitement.

“| thought this household automaton could help you with your daily
duties my love.”

Annaleise dropped her smile in amazement. “This is very
impressive, Harold.” she said softly.

“It will conduct any task that you request. It is simply not
programmed to say ‘no’"”

“Good heavens. Harold, this creature is otherworldly!” Harold
hesitated. “There was a batch of defunct automatons at the factory.

Coade has always been relatively shut off, but perhaps a worker felt
idle and decided to dump this batch at the back of the factory. | saw
the allurin’ nature of the dolls; | thought why not? I'd put one to use”

Annaleise picked up the automaton and examined it. She had never
seen such a creature. She wondered if it could really be of use to
her, or to Harold. For now, she thought, it could work on simple
chores.

By the dim light of a single oil lamp, Annaleise expertly threaded the
needle through her husband’s lead-grey workpants. She absently
gazed out of the glassless window at the setting sun as she worked.
The task had become almost instinctive, her fingers clutched the
tiny needle and weaved it in and out. It feels as though | mend his
clothes every second day, she thought; perhaps it is Jenny’s turn.

She looped the thread, folded the trousers, and precisely placed
them on their sackcloth bed. Oftentimes she would neatly tuck them
away in Harold’s wooden chest. Yet the sun was rapidly dropping,
and she would have to make haste to use the privy before it was
pitch black.

Annaleise squeezed through the cranny that ran between her
room and the others before rushing into her and Harold's room and
shoving the door shut as tight as she could. All sorts of depravity
occurred in the moonlit city streets, such things that made her
shudder. One could never be too careful even in their own home,
she thought.

Harold had not returned home yet. He seldom returned from the
factory before dark, though tonight Annaleise felt particularly
discomforted by his absence. She collected his frousers and went
to return them to their proper home. The chest was jammed shut
so tight that she had to use both hands to grip the knob and finally
wrench it open.

She immediately detected a faint coolness in the air. Placing

down Harold’s workpants, she noticed an unfamiliar, lacey white
material. Annaleise tentatively picked up a tiny petticoat with the
tips of her fingers — over whose lithe body could this scrap fit over?
Rummaging through the chest, she came upon stockings, fingerless
gloves, pelerines and fichus, corsets, gaudy gowns: clothes like that
of the unfortunates.

A shock against the soft materials, Annaleise felt hardened clay
underneath her hands. Jenny wore painted cheeks, her silk
ungirdled and unlaced. She rotated the automaton to inspect the
immodest costume. All she saw was sin.

“This is highly immoral”, she whispered, staring at the doll. It
seemed to gaze back at her, shuddering with fear. She looked into
Jenny’s eyes and saw an all too familiar expression of humiliation.
Tears welled behind her own eyes as Annaleise recalled the shock
of air on her body, warm breath in her ear, fingers gripping her.

Annaleise felt uneasy as she heard the clinking of a key.
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Zigay Lachlan Jacob
Allen Buntine Cuka

Meunnusit Remilton Roberts

Hugo Jasper
Wood Woodham

Year
Nine

Harry Charlie
De Josselin

g

Riley Macpherson
Rundell Thong

The Melbourne Project
Minh Trinh

Drip.

Rain pours over the translucent windows of the ACMI building, turning
its reflective blue hues a darker shade of navy-grey, like the waters

of alake. Deep in one of the exhibits of the building, the sound of
falling raindrops does not reach the observers. Deep in thought, a
young teenager stands perusing a set of boots, which the placard
says belonged to an Indigenous Australian character who starred

in @ movie. Finding the small translucent white circle on a related
placard at last, she touches a circular paper disk to it, making it glow
blue briefly, before resuming her search. As she walks around the
exhibition, her fascination towards the history of her heritage grows.

Drip.

Rain pours upon the Melbourne Cricket Ground, turning the grass into
green frosted glass in the glare of the overhead lights. Safe inside of
its Sports Museum, underneath layers of concrete and wiring, a young
teenager faces a projected image of a racetrack, cartoon horses and
cartoon racers running just up ahead of her. From the corner of her
screen, her self-created nemesis sneers out at her, scepticism at her
skill radiating like actual light. Determined, she grips the handles of
the fake horse head, ready to race like she has never raced before.
And, in truth, she hasn't.

Drip.

Rain pours as | walk away from Tim, Mason, Declan, Loongy, and
las, behind one of the tall columns of Flinders Street Station,

Matthew
Fitzpatrick Flores

Cassius

Kumar Oza Martin Matthews

Alexander Mason Morgan

Welford

Todhunter Van Der Heyden

ABSENT
Ella Stack

apprehension turning my words into a mutter, my mind frenzying in a futile
effort to dissociate myself from reality. This is not going to go well, | can’t
believe they’d try to talk their way into the station, even if it's for research!

In front of me, the insidious shower of rain has taken over, has fallen upon
the slate-grey concrete of the street, turning the air uncomfortably cold.
Closer to me, beneath the safety of the station roof, a flower stand displays
colourful bouquets, their hues somewhat bleached by the steely, clouded
light. None of which registers to me. As far as | realize, the world has
ended.

It is just after 9:00, our group having just been ticked off the roll at
Federation Square, its gently stepping pale-red expanse still visible at a
distance, along with the geometrically-fragmented glass panes of the ACMI
building, palely glinting in the diffused light. Given that we still have about
an hour until we're supposed to be at ACMI, our plans of going to the
Koorie Heritage Trust dashed by its late opening times, we've decided to
take a look at one of the most important hubs of public transport in the city
to see how it holds up.

Seeing as the entry to Flinders Street Station requires a payment by
Myki, the rest of my group have decided to talk to the visibility-jacket-clad
man standing next to the gate—presumably, a station staff—to get us in
otherwise; | did not think this was going to turn out well.

Still, I realize the pointed fact that, like it or not, conversation has been
initiated and so, reluctantly, | walk back to the group, bracing for some kind
of dismissal or outrage from the man to the right of the rows of lime green
Myki gates. Confusingly, he seems surprisingly agreeable, giving us helpful
directions whilst guaranteeing us entry. Wait ... he’s agreeing to let us in?

To my utter incomprehension, it turns out most people are very reasonable
and willing to help you out if you ask for it. Huh, well that’s going onto the
presentation. Might it be wishful thinking if | reduce this characteristic to a
purely Melburnian phenomenon?

Quickly admonishing my earlier hesitance, | chime in on the expository
briefing the others are giving him. Briefly summarizing our research
purposes, we talk about how, as part of our ongoing ‘Melbourne Project’
in our Connections subject, we have to research a specific citizen and
see how well Melbourne caters for them. Our citizen, given to us last
term, is Adina Warnock, an Indigenous Australian teenager who enjoys



















































